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THE LANGUAGE LEARNERS AND THEIR EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT

	Amaçlar


- Dil öğretiminde rol oynayan değişik etmenlere dikkat çekilmesi

- Bu etmenlerin dört ana başlıkta ele alınması

- Her grup etmenin alt gruplarının incelenmesi

	İçindekiler


- Introduction

- Factors Affecting Language Learning Process

  - Learner

  - Age

  - Learning Aptitude

  - Level of L1 and L2 

   - Interest or motivation

- Linguistic Factors

- Teaching environment

   - Duration

   - Class size and teaching method

   - Teacher

   - Text book and teaching materials 

   - Administration 

- Social environment 

   - Family 

   - Community

   - PLay group

   - Mass media

	Öneriler


Bu bölümü daha iyi anlayabilmek için :

- Dikkatlice okuyunuz

- Sorular üzerinde düşününüz

- Konunun sonunda verilen kaynaklardan en az birinden yararlanmaya

   çalışınız.

1. INTRODUCTION

For the last three decades, there have been great emphasis put on foreign language learning and teaching and for this purpose several methods have been introduced and some are still being used. Although these methods are based on similar or different approaches there does not seem to be any single method thatü has proved to be the best of all. Whenever a new method is put into application, teachers expect miracles out of it and think that all the problems will be solved with the new application, and they will put themselves at easse and will not worry about why students cannot leam. Within a short period of time, they realize that some of the problems they had faced during the application of the previous method still exist. For that very reason they lose their faith in the new method as well. So what is it that hinders or facilitates language learning. We need to observe the learner within the teaching environment to be able to discuss the issue of language learning. The learner is the individual who receives the instruction given by the teacher. The degree of language achievement within the learner depends on certain:

  - linguistic

  - social

  - psychological and

  - educational factors.

In other words, we know that language is a human activity; therefore, the learning process is closely related to several factors concerning the learner, the language being learned, and the educational and the social environment of the learner (see Figure I). In the language learning process, the learner, the system of the language to be learned, the lerner's social and educational environment are important factors influencing the success rate. 

TASK 1

	 Think of the students you have thought so far.

  - Where they of the same age?

  - Have they come from the same families?

  - Have they had the same language aptitudes?

  - Have they had the same learning style?

  - Was their level of Turkish (their first language) the same?

  - Have they shown the same degree of enthusiasm in learning English as 

     a foreign language?

 


2. FACTORS AFFECTING LANGUAGE LEARNING PROCESS

	LEARNER
	TARGET LANG.
	TEACH.  ENV.
	SOCIAL ENV.

	1. Age                    
	1. Duration                   
	1. Structure       
	1. Home

	2. Aptitudes          
	2. Symbol                  
	2. Size and Method
	2. School

	   a. memory         
	3. Sound                    
	3.Teacher                     
	3.Community

	   b. imitativeability                              
	
	4.Textbooks and teaching   aids                                                                                       
	4. Playgroup

	   c. intelligence  
	
	5. Administration
	5. Job

	   d. personality                                         
	
	
	6.Mass Media

	   e. background                                    
	
	
	

	3. Level of L1 and L2
	
	
	

	4. Interests
	
	
	


2.1. The Learner 

In the language learning process the learner's role seems to be great. Due to his age, aptitude. his knowledge of L1 and L2, and his interests, he may be in need of a different language teaching method in order to be successful in learning the language.

2.1.1. Age 

We cannot expect adults to learn exactly the same way as children do. A child would like to see the language introduced to him in the form of games and songs. He would also like to hear stories rather than description of processes. His memory serves him more; therefore, he can easily remember what is introduced to him. An adult, on the other hand, is more influenced by his mother tongue. Instead of learning the language in an indirect way, he likes to be given rules so that he can generate sentences of his own. wwwhe does not want to go through the frustration of mmaking generalizations from what he hears in the  foreign language. He does not like to produceor imitate sentences the structure of which he cannot analyze. He likes to use the target language to express abstract and  complex concepts even at an elementary level. Therefore, according to the age of our learner we have to wary our method and hence the techniques we use in the classroom.

Starting a study in the second language as early as possible has great advantages for the following reasons:

  1. Children have greater facility in imitation. They like to imitate and say what comes to their mind without stopping to think of what and how they should express their ideas. This way, they facilitate the learning process themselves by imitating utterances that they hear without even asking  them to do so.

 2. Speech centers of young children are fleexible to learning since lateralization is not been formed in their hemisphere before puberty. (Lenneberg l967). In other words, the functions of the brain have not been fixed to one type of system. They are still open to learning languages of different systems.

3.  Flexibility in language learning do not cause children to have much interference  from their native language. That is, in learning a second language, they do not become influenced by their first language. We will eleborate on this while discussing the language factor in learning.

4. 
Children also lack self-consciousness; therefore they do not monitor their own speech (Krashen 1977). In other words, they do not have fear of making errors and this enables them to speak fluently.

5. 
Children cn easily establish new formations and they are more sensitive to any physical stimulus. They make use of all the aural and visual clues provided for them in the environment. They do not try to find a reason for the set of a structure and they donot attempt to find out rules of the language they are acquiring. They just accept the system as it is and try to make generalizations from the input they are exposed to. Due to these positive qualities children are much better equipped in learning a foreign language.

2.1.2. Learning Aptitude

Aside from age, the learning aptitude affect learners positively or negatively during the teaching process. In other words, learners with different language aptitudes are expected to adopt different learning strategies. 

Mackey (1965) cites five types of aptitude needed in second language learning:

A) 
memory,

B)
imitative ability,

C) 
intelligence,

D) 
personality, and

E) 
background

A. MEMORY
What is stored in our memory is perceived through different channels, Learners may have the aptitude to remember the information perceived from one channel better than others. If they have good ear mmemory, they remember what they hear and may forget or may not even perceive well what they hear. Thus the predominant memory type of the learner may affect the language skill he will be more successful at. A learner with good eye memory is expected to be successful in reading comprehension and recognition of vocabulary.

Some learners feel the need to get involved in the activity in order to learn. Since getting involved in the action provides more feedback to the learner and appeals more to different skill will more likely yield better results. It might be worth mentioning this little saying here:  

If you tell me, I forget 

If you teach me, I remember

If you involve me, I learn.

B. IMITATE ABILITY

     1. What type of learners are expected to become better 

         imitators?

     2. What type of learners will not be able to make use of 

         imitation?

Aside from young learners, people with good ear memory can become better imitators. Listening to dialogues and texts recorded in the cassette player would be more beneficial to learners with ear memory than just reading the same texts from books. on the other hand, deaf or suttering learners will have difficulty if imitation is heavily emphasized in teaching procedure.

C. INTELLIGENCE  

Mackey talks about two types of intelligence:

       - semantic and

       - structural

   The semantic aspect of intelligence helps to learner to grasp meanings quickly and intutively. The structural one will enable to reader to organize the information perceived into proper contepts. For that very reason children, who might not have reached that level of intelligence, may have difficulty in grasping certain concepts and complex ideas.

D. PERSONALITY  

Learners personality has also plays a role in the learning process. For instance, a learner, being introverted or extroverted, will progress differently and his progress will rely more on the type of teaching method he is exposed to. an extroverted learner is expected to do better with all means of communicative method because he is not shy and he likes to communicate with people around him. The introverted learner, on the other hand, will prefer to remain silent in class and will not benefit much from any of the techniques used in that method. Therefore, some sort of variation in the techniques would do much help.

E. BACKGROUND 

Learners with different cultural background do not show the same rate of achievement in the application of the same method. Thus, these learners' recation to different responses even to visual teaching aids would be different. Their chan of association may differ from that of the speakers of the target language.

2.1.3. Level of L1 and L2

Learners' knowledge of their native language effects their learning as well. It is claimed that a learner who is not competent in his own language will unlike become good second language learners. That is why, although children pick up English so fast at early stages of learning, they may not be able to develop it so fast as to get involved in a serious political, social or economical discussion due to the lack of concepts and corresponding lexion and structure in their native language.

Language learning is also related with the level of the learner's knowledge in L2. If the learner is placed into a classroom below or above his level of the target language, he will have problems. In such a case thereis no way to blame the learner, nor the method or the teacher. Sometimes students are placed into classes depending on their academic records as to which book of the series he has completed in the previous year. wwwthe level of the student cannot be determined on what he has studied. The decision has to be made on what he knows if good results are aimed from the method to be applied.

2.1.4. Interest or Motivation

Learners' interest play a great role in the success of a language program. The method is unlikely to be successful, if the learners have no interest in the language they are offered to learn. The interest in the learner can be maintained by providing some motivation towards learning that language. Sometimes, even the learner, does not know the reason for learning that language, he may be curious about the language and eventually built up an interest in the language. The degree of interest varies depending on the influence of different social factors which will be discussed separately.

2.2. Linguistic Factors

Linguistic factors are also important to help or hinder the application of a method. Learners either proceed fast or stay behind in second language learning depending on the degree of similarities and differences that exist in their languages whhen compared to the target language. These differences may be related to structure, sound or symbol. If the learners' native languages do not belong to the same language family of the target language, they are with difficulties regarding the structure of the statements and the articulation of the sounds. Especially, learners exposed to a new writing system in the target language will have greater problems.   How can be expect the same rate of achievement from two German learners, one learning Japanese and the other English. 

2.3. Teaching Environment

TASK 2

	   Think of the days when you were students.

   - Were the qualities of the teachers you had the same?

   - Did you have the same hour of instruction as some other students in

      other schools?

   - Were  the methods and textbooks utilized in teaching English the same 

      as the ones used nowadays?

  - How much and how effectively were the visual aids applied in language 

     classrooms?




As you can see, among the educational factors, we can name the duration of the course, size of the class, the teacher and the method itself.

2.3.1. Duration 

Time factor is an important factor in determining the success of a method for a particular group of learners. The amount of material and the duration to be given for teaching the material has to be specified in a balanced wa. If a good balance has not been established between the two, the method is like to succeed. If learners have only two hours of language learning per week, there is no need to choose a method that would required an intensive language practice on the part of the learners. If an intensive program is to be followed, communication can be emphasized. In this instance again, the attention span of the learners need to be taken into consideration. Thus, there should be enough break between the class hours to give the learners sufficient time to relax and digest the material.

2.3.2. Class Size and Teaching Method
Size of the class plays an important role in language learning and teching. as language teachers, do you feel comfortable or beneficial if you are placed in a class of 80 students. Language learning takes place as a result of putting the languag to be learned into actual use. With a class that crowded nothing can be achieved. The method to be followed has to be adopted according to the size of the class.

2.3.3. Teacher
Teacher are the essential elements of language learning process as well as learners. Since teachers act as models for the target language, they are expected to have excellent language and professional skills. They should have a good command of the target language to be able to apply the method. If the method is heavily based on spoken languuage and if there are not any recordings of the lessons available, good results may not be received unless the classroom teacher has native-like oral performance in the target language. Just being the native speaker of a language does not give the person the right to be a teacher. " If it were, the best language teachers would be native speakers with higher degrees in theirown language and its literature. Such persons have sometimes turned out to be not the best teachers of their mother tongue as a foreign language" (Mackey 1965:330). In fact, the failure of the performance of anative speaker is usually due to the lack of professional training.

Professionally trained teachers are generally aware of the language teaching principles and procedures, and for that reason they can easily adjust themselves to the teaching environment. They are expected to have acquired certain skills that will enable them to help students with their problems in the learning process by giving them relevant explanation, suggestion or extra assignment. 

Another factor that needs to be taken into  consideration is the professional training of the teachers. If the teacher is trained to work with elementary school children, it will be difficult for him to adjust himself to an entirely different group of learners. Such an application will hinder the success of languageteaching as well as language lerning.

At schools, sometimes, a good teacher is loaded with more thhan twenty hours of teaching per week with the assumption that is performance in the language classroom is excellent. The teacher under such heavy load will not be able to do sufficient preparation and her success will gradually decline. at the end of the year when the success in all classes go down, teachers will search another method with the hope of increasing the success in the foreign language classrooms. The method at use may bean excellent one, and the teachers employed could have high qualifica tions but just due to the insufficient time alloted for the teachers to undertake their responsibilities, language teaching is prevented to be successful.

2.3.4. Text Books and Teaching Materials

Text books, teaching materials and aids also affect the learning process. Studens would like to follow their lessons out of textbooks with full of pictures clarifying the grammar point or the concept to be taught. When students form an association  with the concent of the book and the pictures, they do not forget that teaching point easily, and whenever they are faced with a similar situation, they can easily use it without forcing their memory. This type of involvement is the key to language learning. When to association is made, the item is unlikely to be forgotten because the link between the referent and the meaning has already been established. If the textbook roeb not provide thes opportunity, teachers should be encouraged to use visual aids to establish the link. Otherwise, the language learning will not be so successful. Even a textbook preparedfor grammar-translation method can make use of visual pictures and charts in order to bring enthusiasm into class.

2.3.5. Administration

Administration plays an important role in the success of language learning indirectly by guiding and training language teachers and establishing  a reward system for the teachers. The newly hhired teachers need to be oriented before they start teaching, and they need the guidance of the experience teachers through out the year till they  get experienced themselves. The experienced teachers need to be given the opportunity to go abroad to acknowledge themselves with the new trends in the field so that upon theirarrival to their school they can transfer this attained knowledge to other teachers. The successful teachers should be honored by organizing small ceremonies where they are presented small gifts or some certificate. Opportunities should be searched to organize seminars and in-service training programs at school in order to equip the teachers with the relevant information that would enable them to teach with competence and self confidence. If such measures are not taken by the administration, the degree of success in language would be low no matter what method is put into practice.

2.4. Social Environment
Since languag is essentially  a social phenomenon, there are so many different social factors that influence the learning process. Among these I would like to focus on the influence of the family, the community, the school, play group, occupation, and the mass media.

TASK 3

	 Think about the opportunities within your immediate social environment that you have make use of while learning a foreign language.

   - Did your family encourage you to learn a foreign language and use it

      as well?

   - Have you received any motivation from school regarding this matter?

   - Were there enough opportunities within your community to make use

      of your language?

  - Were there any English films you could go to?

  - Were there English journals available for you to read?




If so, you were lucky. If not, now as a language teacher, you can help your students by making aware of the opportunities within their social environment, so that they can make use of them in developing their language.

2.4.1. Family 

The family may influence him directly suggesting him to study for the foreign language and provide him to books needed for the course. Parents may even buy for their child some supplementary books or other story books and journals published in the target language so that the child would be exposed to different types of publication and be motivated to read on his own for pleasure rather than as an assignment. This attitude of parents may motivate the students and provide a reason and a need for him to learn the target language. Parent may even bring into conversation the necessity to learn a foreign language in order to find better jobs, to find one's way while travel ling abroad and to get involved into a cultural interaction with foreigners. These suggestions may evoke an instrumental motivation in the child. The most influential one is the  speech of parents that may not even be addressed directly to them but affect the children's attitude toward the learning of that particular language.Supposi the child iis studying French at school. During a conversation at a dinner table, if parents often mention of the French people in a deteriorate way or mention the destructive political policies toward their own country, the child will unconsciously develop a regression toward that language group and be unwilling to learn the language spoken by that social group (Gardner and Lambert 1972). Under these circumstances, no best method will help him learn the language.

2.4.2. Community

Community is very important in one's life especially in language learning. If the learner lives in an environment where he can meet people from the target group, he will feel the need to learn the target language in order to communicate with these people. If the sees that there are no people around to practice the languuuage with, his motivation towards learning that language decreases.

When a well paying job requires the knowledge of a foreign languageor while at post if the knowledge of a foreign language provides a promotion the individual will work hard to learn the language. These are some instrumental factors giving rise to motivation towards language learning. under these circumstances, the learner will make use of every opportunity that he finds and starts learning with any method that is offered to him. The only time he may refuse a method would be when that method does not correlate with the testing procedure used by the authorities to evaluate the individual on his language performance. For instance, if the individual knows that at the job he will be evaluated on his performance of translating from the native language to the target language, the communicative method will not work for him.

The policy at school is also very important. A school library full of story and detective books with colorful pictures will tempt the learners to read outside of class. If there are opportunities for the learners for perform plays in the target language or to watch plays or movies in the language  the levelof which is appropriaet to them, they will be more alert and attentive in language classes in order to improve their target language to rea, to perform and to listen to these pieces of literature.

2.4.3. Play Group

Play group is is especially important for children. They like to sound like their peers. If the method applied to them does not include expressions and vocabulary used by their peer they can easily question the validity of the method and may resist to continue learning. This is true if there are foreign children around for these young children to communicate with and be able to make judgements accordingly.

2.4.4. Mass Media

If there are one or two newspapers or journals published or frequent broadcasting made in the target language in that country, the learners will be motivated to learn that language and have an opportunity to be exposed to the target language visually as well as orally. This type of exposure will afect their learning directly as well as indirectly. Not only will they learn a great deal from these products of mess media but also be encouraged to study more for their language classes in order to be able follow them with more ease.

If all the above factors affecting language learning and teaching are taken into consideartion, better solutions could be found as to what actions to take and what technques to apply in language teaching and what strategies to adopt and what opportunities to make use of in language learning.

ÖZET

Genelde dil öğretiminde, dil öğretimini kolaylaştıracak, etkin hale getirecek etmenlerden daha çok öğretim yöntemi ve ders araç gereçleri, ders kitapları üzerinde duruyoruz. Kuşkusuz bunların önemi yadsınamaz. Fakat bunların yanısıra dil öğretimine etki eden çok çeşitli etmenler vardır ve öğretimin etkinliği açısından bunların herbirinin dikkate alınması gerekmektedir. 

Bu etmenleri dört ana başlıkta toplayabiliriz. 1) Öğrenci, 2) Amaç Dil, 3) Öğrenim Ortamı, 4) Sosyal Çevre. Öğrenci etmenini ele aldığımızda öğrencinin yaşı, öğrenme becerisi, anadilindeki yetkinliği, ikinci dil düzeyi, ilgisi öğrenme durumunu etkileyecektir. Öğretmenin bu tür etmenleri dikkate alarak öğretim yönteminde değişiklik yapması, değişik yöntemlerin öğrencinin gereksinimine uyacak teknikleri seçerek kullanması gerekir.

Amaç dil etmenini ele aldığımızda amaç dille öğrencinin ana dili arasındaki farklılıklar öğretmenin değişik dilsel alanlara aağırlık vermesini gerektirebilir. Örneğin, sesletim düzeyini ele alırsak bir türk öğrenciye zor gelecek ingilizce seslerle bir çinli öğrenciye zor gelecek sesler farklılık gösterecektir. 

Bunun yanısıra öğrencinin içinde bulunduğu öğrenim ortamı, verilen bilgi miktarı ile bu miktar için ayrılan sürenin dengelenmesi, ders kitabı ve diğer araçlar, öğretmenin yeterliliği, kişiliği, tutumu, öğrencinin derse ve öğrenmeye ilgisini ve öğrenme düzeyini etkilemektedir. Ayrıca öğrencinin içinde bulunduğu aile ortamı ve sosyal çevre de önemlidir. 

Öğretmenin tüm bu etmenleri gözönünde bulundurması, özellikle de etkileyebileceği durumları iyileştirmek için öğrencisine, duruma uyacak yaklaşımları benimsemesi. kullandığı kitapla da gerekli uyarlamaları yapabilmesi gerekmektedir.
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