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This paper attempts to discuss the functions of utterances in the acquisition of Turkish. The generalizations are based on the data gathered from a monolingual child Didcm from the age of 15 to 24 months and the functional relations are discussed in five stages (Table 1).

TABLE I

_____________________________________________________________________________

Child's/Stages
Early
Late
Stage II
Stage III
Stage IV


Stage I
Stage I

_____________________________________________________________________________

Age
1.3-1.5
1.6-1.8
1.9-1.11
1.11-2.0
2.0-2.4

MLU (in words)
1.00-1.01
1.03-1.08
1.18-1.52
1.37-2.03
2.60-4.00

MLU (in morphemes)
1.08-1.20
1.20-1.40
1.89-2.65
2.69-3.66
3.00-6.00

______________________________________________________________________________

In the discussion Didem's interaction with the environment is taken into consideration and the utterances are analyzed under two categories: communicative and non​communicative (Table II). The communicative ones, in accordance with Shugar's text analysis (1978), are either initiated or given as a response to an adult's question, request, or statement indicating different speech acts (Dore 1974). Non-communicative utterances which are observed mainly in Early and Late Stage I are employed for the purpose of practising and learning the language.

TABLE II. Functions of Didem's utterances at different stages.1

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Functions
E.I  
L.I 
 II
III
IV

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

I.
Non-Communicative
x
x
-
-
-


A.
Imitation
x
x
-
-
-


B.
Practice

II.
Communicative

A.
Initiating
x
x
x
x
x


1. 
Calling



2.
Identifying objects and people
x
x
x
x
x



3.
Inquiring for



a.
place by intonation
x 
-
-
-
-



b.
verification by a markerx
x
x
x
x
x



c.
information in regard to


 
1)
place
-
x
x
x
x




2)
performer
-
x
x
x
x



3)
performed or acted upon
-
-
x
x
x



4) 
reason
-
-
-
x
x





5)
manner
-
-
-
x
x





6)
permission
-
-
-
x
x


4.
Associating
x
x
x
x
x


5.
Wishing for an action to be performed
x
x
x
x
x


6.
Prohibiting an action to be performed
-
x
x
x
x


7.
Encouraging or persuading
-
x
x
x
x


8.
Threatening
-
-
x
x
x


9.
Greeting
-
-
x
x
x


10.
Warning
-
-
x
x
x


11.
Reporting events or speech
-
-
-
x
x


12.
Requesting
-
-
-
x
x


13.
Playing roles
-
-
-
-
x

B.
Responding by



1.
Refusing
-
x
x
x
x



2.
Promising
-
x
x
x
x



3.
Agreeing
-
-
x
x
x



4.
Disagreeing
-
-
x
x
x



5.
Insisting
-
-
x
x
x



6.
Denying
-
-
-
-
x



-to yes no question or commands



7.
Expressing semantic notions relevant to question-word questions



a.
what
x
x
x
x
x




b.
where
-
x
x
x
x



c.
who
-
x
x
x
x



d.
how many
-
x
x
x
x



e.
how much
-
-
x
x
x



f.
how
-
-
-
x
x



g.
whom
-
-
-
x
x



h.
whose
-
-
-
x
x



i.
for/to whom
-
-
-
x
x



j.
why
-
-
-
-
x

k. Which
-
-
-
-
x

In Shugar's terms, Didem, starting with Early Stage I, contributes to text-construction by

-
calling adults in order to draw their attention.

-
inquiring about the place of an object or a person by simply uttering the name with a rise in her tone of voice.

-
inquiring to ascertain knowledge by suffixing the question marker (1).

(1)
ev mi?

house-Question Marker

-
wishing for an action to be performed (2). Here the utterance is meant to mean 'Give me the ball'. This function corresponds to Halliday's instrumental function (1975).

(2)
dobu (topu) ball-ace.

-
associating one term with another. For instance, the word kaz ('goose') was first introduced to her by her grandfather. Later, when she was shown the picture of the same animal and asked what it was, she said, dede ('grandfather'). Her mother, remembering the instance, asked Didem what her grandfather called it and elicited the correct answer.

In Late Stage I, she starts inquiring for place and person by employing the corresponding question words. She responds to where and is'ho questions. She even answers adults' questions inquiring how certain animals cry. She also utilizes the language to express promising (3), encouraging (4), refusing (5) and prohibiting the performance of an action (6).


Adult


Didem   


(3)Bir daha yapma  olulr mu?
Ou (olur)


('Don't do it again, all right'?)
('all right')


(4)
(Didem is pushing her bicycle towards her mother and pointing at its seat.)



Hadi bin



('Come on, get on')


(5)
Makarna yernisin?


('Would you eat macaroni'?)
Yog



('No.')

In Stage II, she starts inquiring for information in regard to what has been informed. She utilizes the language in interacting with people through greetings and asking them to cooperate with her through suggestions. She uses the language for insisting on performing an action for disagreeing, for warning her doll to be careful and for threatening her doll not to wet her panties. She even learns how to code the source of the action.

In Stage III, she learns to code how to inquire about the reason or the manner of actions, and what is being affected by the action. As Halliday (1975) suggests, she uses the language to understand her environment and to investigate reality. Rather than stating her reason for an action to be performed. She either requests it or asks for permission. Her associating one action or object with another is not simply expressed in a single word that would seem out of context for an outsider: instead, it is explicitly stated with a natural shift in the topic of the conservation.

She responds to whon? questions as well as formulating these questions herself. Her answers to how much are still limited to iki  ('two') and uc ('three').  She uses cok in indicating any number more than three. Although she inquires the reason and manner of the action, she prefers not to respond when the questions are directed to her. She also ignores questions that require her to make distinctions  between items by mentioning their qualification (7).


Adult 
Didem

(7) Hanqi kitabini istiyorsun? 


---------

 ('Which book of yours do you want'?)

She practices the reporting function of the language by telling stoi'ies that have been read to her. In accordance with Halliday's "peronal function", her awareness of her ego is strongly expressed (8).

(8)
Ben kendim kabadcam.

'I myself close-will' - I. person sing.

In Stage IV, she starts utilizing her language to play roles of others. This Halliday (1975) calls "imaginative function".  She pretends to be a June bug, asking for food. She also pretends to be a mother taking her children to the hospital.

In conclusion, we can say that by the age 2.4, Didem has acquired the coding of most of the functions. This is assumed to be applicable to other children. The universality of the acquisition of these functions by children acquiring different languages seems to be stated by various scholars, but the sequence and the time of the acquisition of each function has not been stated precisely. A cross-sectional study with these children also needs to be conducted to arrive at a more solid conclusion as to how valid these findings are in different socio-economic groups.

Note

1 (x) indicates the existence of the function. (-) indicates its non -existence
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